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This draft has been prepared by CS-034\for P

Draft for Public Comment

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Committee CS-034—Safety of Private Swimming Pools

Part 2: Location of safety barriers for swipr

(Revision of AS 1926.2

DRAFT

Australian Standard

Swimming pool safety

(To be AS 1926.2

in the revision of this

Standard.
ou NE OF MMAJOR CHANGES
Item Clause /Q(ausetl Nature of change eason for change | Possible Implications
No.
1 Clause Adeated scope to be /Ceﬁsistency in Clarity
conversant with approach
revisionsyn AS
926.1
2 m\ Deﬁiﬂi Remove confusion Clarity
regarding different
pool barrier
assemblies and
locations
3 Amalgamated into one | The committee Remove confusion

Cl au§\/
4.2

Option A and
ption B

option, given the
decision that child
resistant windows can
constituent part of an
acceptable four sided
barrier without child
resistant doorsets

agreed that thereisa
low likeability for a
child accessing a
pool areaviaachild
resistant window and
drowning.
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4 New Indoor pools Option inserted to Recorded child Address the use of

Option B address specific drowning involving these pools and its
requirements for this type of pool, requirements for safe
above ground pools indicated a user need | barriers.

to address the
appropriate

requirements for an
effective above

ground pool.
5 Previous Previous Deleted The Committee
OptionC | Option C decided on the basis

of empirical evidence
to remove this

option, as there
appears to be

Comment on the draft is invited from people and organi with this subject.
It would be appreciated if those submitting comment woul guidelines given on
the inside front cover.

This document is a draft Australian Star isli ion in the light of
comment received. It is not to be regarded as an Australi ally issued as

such by Standards Australia.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Safety of Private
Swimming Pools following a review of the AS 1926.2—1995, Swimming pool safety,
Part 2: Location of fencing for private swimming pools.

This Standard outlines what is seen as the optimal solution for the location of po6l barriers.

drowning.

This Standard is part of a series dealing with barriers, location o
recirculation and filtration systems.

The other Standards in the series are as follows:
AS

1926  Swimming pool safety
1926.1 Part 1: Fencing for swimming pools

(@ New definitions have been inserted

(b) Option A and B have been combi
(¢) A new section has been inserted regs
(d) Option C has been removed. Please r

The term ‘informative."has been-used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendix to which is applies. An\'informative’ apgpendix is only for information and
guidance.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard
Swimming pool safety

Part 2: Location of safety barriers for swimming pools

1 SCOPE

A barrier comprising a fence and associated gate or gates.
3.4 Gate

Any portion of the barrier other than a child-resistant doorset that is designed to provide an
access way through the fence. A gate is not designed to provide an access way to the
swimming pool from a building.

DR05246.doc - 28/04/2005 10:40:07
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3.5 Swimming pool

Any excavation or structure containing water to a depth greater than 300 mm and used
primarily for swimming, wading, paddling or the like, including a bathing or wading pool.

NOTE: The definition of a swimming pool may vary from state to state. Refer to the appropriate
regulatory authority.

3.6 Young child

A child under the age of five years.

3.7 Pool area

The area that surrounds the pool that is separated from the rest of the aotment by a sa
barrier.

NOTE: The pool area may be defined differently by regulating authorities:
3.8 Isolation barrier
A four sided fence with all unrelated pool ancillary structures exclfuded from the pool area.
3.9 Four sided barrier without child resistant doorsets

A four sided barrier that restricts access to the pool by ¢
include a child resistant window.

young child and the barrier may

3.10 Four sided barrier with child resistant door sets

A fence or a building wall and a child resistant doarset restricts access to_the pool by a
young child and the barrier may include a child resistant window.

3.11 Perimeter Barrier

DR05246.doc - 28/04/2005 10:40:07
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4 OPTIONSFOR LOCATION OF BARRIERS
4.1 General

Fences, gates, retaining walls and other such barriers in Options A and Option B shall
comply with AS 1926.1.

4.2 Outdoor Pools

Barriers for outdoor pools shall not permit direct access to the pool area fro
or adjoining properties. Where the wall of a building forms part of the
resistant openable portion of window that complies with AS 1926.1, is pe

NOTE: A gate that is deliberately propped open or a faulty gate tha
AS 1926.1 or afence that is not properly maintained compromises the

A balcony projecting into a pool area shall comply with AS 19

Typical examples of this option barrier are given in Figure 2.1.

J \W

{a) Example 1 {b) Example 2

(d) Example 4

® Child-resistant openable
portion of window
complying with AS 1926.1

—— Property boundary
= Fence, retaining wall

or other such barrier
complying with AS 1926.1

FIGURE 2.1 TYPICAL EXAMPLES OF OUTDOOR POOL BARRIERS

DR05246.doc - 28/04/2005 10:40:07
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4.3 Indoor Pools
4.3.1 Fully Indoor Pool

Access to a fully indoor pool shall be via a child resistant doorset, that is complaint with
AS 1926.1. Where windows are present in the pool barrier they shall be made to be child
resistant.

4.3.2 Partly Indoor Pool

Where the pool isin a partially indoor area that extends directly into an outdoor ar
area shall be treated in the same way as a pool in that exclusive area.

, each

aVa
CO

pool gate, that is compliant with AS 1926.1.

The outdoor section of the pool barrier shall be accessible vi
pool barrier other than a doorset, that is compliant with AS 19

4.4 Option C

This option has been removed see Appendix B for mo

DR05246.doc - 28/04/2005 10:40:07
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APPENDIX A
FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED IN FENCING LOCATION

(Informative)

of the area within the fencing while supervising children in the pool.

The possibility that the compliance of boundary fences used as pool

DR05246.doc - 28/04/2005 10:40:07
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APPENDIX B

OUTLINE OF EVIDENCE JUSTIFYING THE REMOVAL OF OPTION C FROM
PREVIOUS EDITION

This could have more detail regarding the analysis and evaluation of the resu
QLD Data

The Committee has decided to remove Option C at Public Comment ba
evidence indicating that the child resistant doorset component in a pool barri
may cause arisk in safety.

of

This has been inserted to document the justification for the re
which entails child resistant doorsets. This will be removed before

Forward”
http://www.saf ecommunitiesqgld.org/modcore/Publicatio

B1 Pool Fence Definitions
B1.1 3-sided Fencing

A fence and building wall restricts acce
access (Australian Standard 1926) via a

B1.2 4-sided Fencing

Static compliance
Australian standgz
impedi ments
commonly

Primary Accéss Hazard Represents A Fundamental Flaw In The Design Of The Pool Fence.

The secondary access hazard is the likelihood of a child gaining unintended access through
the barrier of afenced pool because of alapse in dynamic compliance.[R1]

B1.5 Tablesummarising Queensland data for thelast 10 years (1992-2001):

Queensland was the first state to introduce and maintain legislation requiring a four sided
barrier with no door access for new pools. Since the introduction of this legislation in 1991,
the toddler death rate due to drowning has fallen to one third of pre-legislation levels.

DR05246.doc - 28/04/2005 10:40:07
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In the 10 years since the introduction of statewide legislation, the interaction between
toddler drowning in domestic pools and safety barriers has been better studied than
anywhere else in the world.

For the first time, there is sound evidence that the safest pool fence configuration is a fence
between the house and the pool.

Fence Static Dynamic Number Toddlers lative Risk

Description Compliance Compliance Drowned (3/4) _sided v 4-Sided
Not sufficient NA NA 5 NA
info
Unfenced NA NA 17 ONA
Defective fence No No 21 2.8 (1.0-8.8)
or gate
Primary Hazard Yes Yes < 10.9 (X3-505.0)
Secondary Yes No 5 /Xﬁ)t significant
Hazard
Total 56

DR05246.doc - 28/04/2005 10:40:07
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PREPARATION OF AUSTRALIAN STANDARDS

Australian Standards are prepared by a consensus process involving representatives
nominated by organizations drawn from all major interests associated with the subject.
Australian Standards may be derived from existing industry Standards, from established
international Standards and practices or may be developed within a Standards Australia
technical committee.

Australian Standard:

Australian Industry Group
Office of Fair Trading NSW Consumer Protectio
Australian Institute of Building Surveyors
Kidsafe National
Standards Australia
Commonwealth Department of Hea
Australian Building Codes Board

National Injury Surveillance Unit
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Standards Australia is an independent company, limited by guarantege

most of the voluntary technical and commercial standards used i

Visit our web’sites
www.standards.org.au
www.standards.com.au

. which prepares and publish
Australia. These standards are

www.standards.co.nz
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